36                                 PARLIAMENT                         CH. xvi.
1834 As parties were likely to be almost balanced, an unusual value would necessarily attach to a single vote, and, oddly ^T" 47 enough, though Peel on the meeting of Parliament was obliged to give way to superior numbers, Lord Melbourne in the end was in his turn upset by a majority of one. I have now to relate a curious circumstance. Perceiving that my desire to obtain a seat in the new House of Commons gave no little anxiety to my wife, I endeavoured to set her mind at ease by assuring her that, whatever I might wish, I should take no active steps for that purpose. I told her that if an offer came to me, I should not accept it unless it coincided entirely with my own opinions, and that the extreme improbability of any such occurrence was equivalent to a resolution on my part in her sense. We were then at Somerhill, and in less than three hours after this declaration of mine, we were roused by a smart ring at the house-door bell, which in the country is often an exciting, if not an alarming, sound. After a brief pause Lord George Bentinck was announced, and being wholly unexpected, his arrival was a fresh cause of surprize. The visit, I soon learnt, was to me ; and when we were together alone, he told me that a seat was open at Lynn Regis, in Norfolk, which he had himself represented, and proposed that I should stand in concert with him as a candidate for that borough. We might have a contest, but he thought his friends were strong enough to carry my election as well as his own. There would be no bribery, the legal expenses would be small, I should be expected to support Lord Stanley, who was to act on the idea of giving Peel a fair trial, but in every other respect my votes would be free. The case was so clearly in accordance with my own views that I should Dec. 1834 have been justified in starting with him at once. I took, nevertheless, a few hours for consideration, and then, my first impression being fully confirmed, I set out with Lord George for Lynn. There we found a cordial welcome, and also an opponent in the person of Sir John Scott Lillie, a Middlesex magistrate of Radical politics. We had therefore to go through a regular canvass, calling personally on every one of our constituents, whose number amounted to more than eight hundred. Our party was a mixed combination of Liberal